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Table4. Annual changes in the density distribution of plastic pellets recorded in the literature.
Average Density
. . (Range) Literature
Year Research Area (No. of net towing} Plastic Item Number of *
plastic pellets/km?
Sargasso Sea
1971 in the North Atlantic Ocean (11) oll 3,500 (80~-12,000) 1
1972 Caribbean Sea oﬂ!; the east coast of North . pellets 61 9
merica
Sea area off Florida, USA resin pellets 148 2
Sea area off New York, USA resin pellets 1,996 2
1972 North Pacific along 35°N (33) all maximum number 3
34,000
1985~88 Bering Sea (66) all 100 4
Subarctic Domain in the North Pacifie (64) all 12,800+ 22,300 4
Transition Domain in the North Pacific (60) all 57,900+ 72,800 4
Subtropical Area in the North Pacific (2) all 61,000+ 74,000 4
Japan Sea and coastal areas in Japan (11) all 74,700+ 73,800 4
1994~95 Boutheast coastal area of Hokkaido (87) all 49(369_1;%;;?3:’382 5

% : 1, Carpenter and Smith (1972), 2, Colton et. al (1974), 3, Wonget al. (1974), 4, Day et. al.

(1990), 5, Ogi unpubl. data.
(2000)
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