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«= Proposed decision-making scheme to decide
if_risk assessment is safe
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ocrine disrupting substances (EDS) are of public concern,
d'some have caused widespread ecological damage (e.g.
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ns specific for EDS are now in place in the USA, EU
, but approaches differ
A, the Endocrine Disruptor Screening Program
IS conventionally risk-based, while in the EU, pesticides
jocides will be banned or restricted solely on the basis of
: heir endocrine disruption hazards. Regulations in Japan
& currently focus on research rather than control, but they are
also risk-based.
This difference stems from a fundamental scientific
disagreement about whether it is possible reliably to identify
predicted-no-effect-concentrations (PNEC) for EDS
The SETAC Pellston workshop aimed to resolve this problem
and propose a scientific solution acceptable to all
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e two opposing ‘camps’ could be caricatured as follows:

onal position “ 7here is nothing special about EDSs. we
modern EDS-sensitive toxicity tests to identify safe
ntrations, and then compare these with predicted
nmental concentrations to estimate risk’

Pre “EDS have special properties which
-prec/ude setting of safe concentrations: they have
unpredictable dose-response curves; they have no threshold
dose; delayed effects cannot be predicted; current tests are
insensitive to EDS’

So, can we find common ground?
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he \;vrorkshop operated

._‘asic approach was to invite nearly 50
the world’s top experts on the assessment

~« However, before that, the experts were given
real data on 6 endocrine-active substances
(EAS) in order to identify cross-cutting issues
(Z.e. common problems of interpretation)
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> 15000 Papers selected using generic search terms
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Literature
Search
Method:
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Workshop Approach: A
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Cross-cutting Issues from 6 case studies = 4.
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