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Strengthening environmental considerations and coordination by each entity
Monitoring the Plan's progress by numeric indicators, etc




Objectives of the New Basic e e
Environment Plan

Coexistence of
people and nature

Safe, secure and
high quality life

Environmental
burdensddtohnot
exceed the ;
environmental _ Cooperdatuon
carrying capacity Healthy, rich and International collataagration
beautiful Activities on a gllobal
- scale
environmentally

- advanced country
Environmentally
Sound Material Fair and equitable
Cycle cost bearing between
generations, regions
icinati and entities
Sound material Participation
cycle in various Voluntary action and
systems participation in

decision-making



Directions for future environmental
policy development

The following 6 directions are set out in the Basic Environment Plan. #Realization of a “society for a better environment”
and an “environment for a better society”
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I“\Q Integ I BIRs . e ; Activities for protecting the environment, such as used paper

recycling, gutter cleaning and management of community
based forests, have been carried out with close social

’R&_a“zatinnff an 'B!'.EPI'IDI:I'I? for a better interaction. Within such activities with common purposes,
environment and an "environment for a better community bonds have been maintained.
acanumy:' There is a need for everyone in the community to once again

- Sl work together to protect the environment. This would lead to
strengthening the social power of the community through

intergenerational interaction.

The impact on the environment differs greatly by what
is used or what services are used even if a similar
lifestyle is being led.

Depending on a device in the product design stage,
we can reuse and recycle more. If we use durable
products, the energy and resources required for
producing them will be reduced.

As much as possible, we need to produce goods and
services in ways that have less burden on the
environment,

Living an eco-friendly life does not mean you have to
compromise on semething. It is possible to reduce the burden
on the environment while pursuing a rich and high quality life
for everyone. But for that, it is necessary for each one of us to
think about how we can lead a rich and eco-friendly life by
reviewing our lifestyles.

Sometimes an environmentally-friendly lifestyle
creates a new service. There is hope that protection of
our beautiful nature leads to eco-tourism, and as a
result, people become enriched and in turn, that would
lead to activities that protect the environment.
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The new role of the national government, loca
citizens, and the promotion of their participation and collaboration
¢ 3
In order to protect the environment, it is necessary for each
citizen, business, organization, local authority and the country to
fulfill their respective roles while working together.
For that reason, it is necessary for us all to think about how we
are going to protect the environment together, while actively
exchanging information with each other.

2 Formation of sustainable national land and nature

Mature that surrounds us brings various benefits to our lives.
The trees clean the air and having a river nearby allows us to
have cool evening air. It is necessary to protect and strengthen
such workings of nature.

It is necessary to create an ecosystem network that has
associations and disposition according to the manner of \
inhabitation and growth across Japan.

There is a need to think of a mechanism that utilizes and
supports the environment that has been protected by social
capital left by our predecessors, and the activities of agriculture,
forestry and fisheries until now.

We must pass on a better national land for the future through
such efforts.

There are many environmental issues that cannot be solved
unless people all over the world work together. There is a need
to actively get involved in the efforts for solving such problems
and the formulation of the rules.

Let the past experiences Japan has gained be utilized by
nations that are developing now.

Enrichment of R&D and measures considering uncertai
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In order to solve environmental issues, scientific clarification of
their causes and mechanism is needed. The roles science and
technology play for taking steps toward the issues are also
important. For this, we will further improve research and
development.

Our present lifestyles may have a great impact on others in the
On the other hand, if we do not take any action on an issue that future, for example, in regard to global warming. For instance,
has uncertain points at the time, things may become irreversible we must look at the problem from a long-term such as 50 years

later on. ' from now, imagine the vision of our society, and think about what
For such problems, we take precautionary approaches based we can do to realize it.
on the size of the problem.
If something new comes to light, we change the measures
flexibly as well.




Policy programs in priority fields msss—

The government will give priority to the following 10 fields

for implementation.

Individual fields

#Absolute achievement of
the 8% reduction commit-
ment in the Kycio Protocaol

#Further long-term and
continual emission reduc-
tion {begin the work of sel-
ting up long-term goals)

#Adaptation against un-
avoidable effects of global
warming

establish a
sound material
cycle society

#Creation of a socioeco-
nomic system with less
consumplion of resources
and high anergy efficiancy

#Promotion of effarts
incorporating the spirit
of “Mottainai”and part-
nership

#Internalization of the 3Rs
cancapt in the manufactur-
ing process

#Development of the sys-
tem for the proper circula-
tive use and disposal of
waste, alc

a good air
environment in
urban areas

#Securing of a good at-
mospheric environment
in order to ensure a
wholesome and pleas-
ant urban living environ-
ment

#Transformation of
business activities and
lifestyle that cause little
environmental burden
as measures against air
pollution and the heat is-
land phenomenon, bulld-
ing of environmentally
sustainable city and
transportation systems

an
environmentally
sound water

cycle

#Consarvalion and sus-
tainable use of the waler
environment including wa=
ter quality, water quantity,
aguatic life and walerside
areas, and creation of a
rich community through
contact with accessible
water environments

# Formulation of a plan by
regions that is consistent
with water ulilization and
flood control

#Maintenance and im-
provement of storage
penetration and recharge
performance throughout
all basing

#|nternational dissemina-
tien of the efforts and con-
tribution to solving the
world's water problems

environmental
risks from
chemical
substances

#|nformation collection on
hazard and exposure, and
promation of scientific sk
assessment

#Effective and efficient
risk management from
the viewpoint of reduc-
ing environmental risks
throughout the lifecycle
and precautionary ap-
proach

#|mprovement of the un-
derstanding and trust of
citizens on environmental
risks by the promotion of
risk communication

#Fulfilment of interna-
tional obligations and
active international con-
tribution based on na-
tional experiences

conservation of
biodiversity

#Conservation of ece-
logically important areas
and establishment of na-
tion-wide ecological net-
works

#Enhancement of the
wildlife management
and alien species con-
tral

#Promotion of appro-

priate activities related
to agriculture, forestry

and fisheries, and con-
sarvation of rural land-
scapes




Cross-cutting fields

Building a system
where values of the

environment are

actively evaluated in

the market

#Pramation of the provision
of environmental information
on products and sarvices, and
the disclosure of information
on corporaie afforts for the en-
vironment

#Consideration of economic
instruments

#|mprovement of the ability
for efforts for environmental
conservation such as the en-
vironmental management
system

+# Utilization of enviranmental
invesiment such as SRI(Socially
Responsible Investment) and
government procurement

#Eflorts with the inlamational
markeal in view

Promotion of
fostering human
resources and
communities for
environmental
conservation

#Development of human

resources that lake action for
anvironmental consarvation

Promation of envirenmental
education and leaming that
are coupled with activities

#Creation of an organizalion
and network for environmen-
lal conservation

#Creation of communities
lhat ulilize the respective
resources and characleristics

coupled with community
vitalization

Improvement of
infrastructure such as

science and technology,

environmental
information and policy
methods with a long-
term perspective

#Intensive promofion of envi-
ranment-related resaarch and
development

#Development of a foundation
In which anyone can easily
obiain information required for
environmental efforts

#Establishment and promation
of methods for environmental
consideration in administrative
measures such as siralegic envi-
ranmental assessment

#Prasentation of a super long-
term vision for 2060

; Contribution for the
| formulation of
international
frameworks and
rules

#\Vigorous confribution for the
creation of 8 workdwide frame-
waork on the environment on
global, regional and multilater-
al leveds, and the formulation
of the rules

#5pread of effective mecha-
nigms of environmental man-
agemenl for global environ-
ment conservation and
sustainable development,
mainly in Soultheast Asia

#Pramotion of the support for
environmantal conservation in
developing regions and intema-
tional research of the environ-
mant

#Securing of partnarships with
various stakehalders, and infra-
structure developmeant of infor-

mation and human resources




Application of indicators for the effective
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implementation of the Plan

We will carry out monitoring utilizing the indicators every year
while paying attention to the nature and limits of each indicator.

Grasp the progress of each program using the indicators
set out for each program in the priority areas.

(1Efforts for global warming issues

+ Emissions of carbon dioxide from energy sources and emissions in each sector
+ Emissions of non-energy source carbon dioxide, methane and nitrous ocxide

(2)Efforts to establish a sound material cycle society
+ Resource productivity « Cychical use rate « Final disposal amount

(3Efforts to secure a good air environment in urban areas
+ Achievement rate of Environmental Quality Standards for air pollution
(nationwide and in major cilles)
« Achievement rate of Environmental Quality Standards and guideling values for harardous
air pollutants (amblent environment and source)

(@Efforts to secure an environmentally sound water cycle
+ Maintenance and achievemant status of Environmental Quality Standards of

public water and groundwater
« Mumber of creation and rovision of the plan on the building of an environmentally
sound water cycle by basins

i

(5)Efforts to reduce environmental risks from chemical substances

* Status of achievement of Environmental Quality Standards or guidedine values for substan-
ces for which these values are established for both atmospheric and water environments

* Number of substances for which risk assessment has progressed or completed,
Inchuding the understanding of the flow of their production, use and disposal

(B)Efforts for the conservation of biodiversity

* Vegetation Naturainess based on the National Survey on the Natural Environment
» Numbser of project sites that have been involved in the creation of natural
countryside environment
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Moreover, we will grasp the progress of the whole
Basic Environment Plan by using the comprehensive
environmental indicators that holistically shows the
conditions of the environment and status of the efforts.

Progress of the whole Basic Environment Plan is

grasped from various angles.
Group of indicators

Group of indicators that

generally use the by a combination of
individual indicators sel ind-cfim &;I:'tea of
out for each priority area "p'“mmm' vmlrmim n
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Indicators that plainly shows the conditions
of the environment
1
An indicator that presents environmental efficiency

2
An indicator that presents resource productivity

3
An indicator by the concept of ecalogical footprint

% What is ecological footprint?

Ecological footprint is generally shown in an area of the land or waler
area with ecological productivity that is required for people in a certain
region to live continuously.

For instance, the consumption of energy and material is converted into
land or water areas: into forest areas that supply timber or absorb COz;
into agricuttural lands that supply products; into water areas that supply
marine products, and so on.




