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SWEDISH STRATEGY FOR CHEMICALS
CONTROL

Main characteristics
» A precautionary approach
» Openness — information
» Clean products - substitution and restrictions
» Co-ordination — coherence
» Clear responsibilities for industry — dialogue

» International co-operation
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COHERENCY - Swedish example

One basic legislation
”The Environmental Code”

One central agency
”The Chemicals Agency”

for chemicals control in the first step of the product chain = placing

on the market
www.kemi.se
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Swedish Chemicals Agency - Keml

» Founded in 1986

» Located in Stockholm area

» Staff: 210 persons

» Central authority for chemicals control

> Placing on the market of chemicals and articles containing
chemicals

> Pesticides, industrial and consumer chemicals
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Keml-cont.

> Covers both Environment and health

» Work areas:-product register
-risk assessment
-risk reduction )
-inspections and guidance
-tools for industry _ )
-coordination “A non-toxic environment”

» Regulations harmonised within EU (Sweden EU-member since
1995) e.g. REACH

> International cooperation

» Stockholm and Rotterdam conventions — according to EU
regulation

» GHS - according to EU regulation
» SAICM
> Development cooperation
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Overarching Enviro

» The overall aim is

to hand over to the next
generation a society in
which the major environ-
mental problems have been
solved.«

The Swedish Parliament
(Riksdagen) 1999
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16 Environmental Quality C

1 Reduced Climate Impact

2 Clean Air

3 Natural Acidification Only

4 A Non-Toxic Environment
5 A Protective Ozone Layer

6 A Safe Radiation Environment

7 Zero Eutrophication
8 Flourishing Lakes and Streams
9 Good-Quality Groundwater

10 A Balanced Marine Environment, Flourishing Coastal
Areas and Archipelagos

11 Thriving Wetlands

12 Sustainable Forests

13 A Varied Agricultural Landscape

14 A Magnificent Mountain Landscape

15 A Good Built Environment

16 A Rich Diversity of Plant and Animal Life
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A non-toxic environment

The environment must be free * from man-made or extracted
compounds and metals that represent a threat to human
health or biological diversity

* Within one generation i.e. until 2020
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A non-toxic environment

The outcome within a generation of this environmental
guality objective should include the following:

The concentrations of substances that naturally occur in the environment
should be close to the background concentrations.

The levels of manmade substances in the environment should be close to zero
and their impact on the ecosystems should be negligible.

All fish in the seas, lakes and watercourses in Sweden are fit for human
consumption with regard to the contents of manmade substances.

Overall exposure in the work environment, the external environ-ment and the
indoor environment to particularly dangerous substances is close to zero and,
as regards other chemical substances, to levels that are not harmful to human
health.

Polluted areas have been investigated and cleaned up where necessary.
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KEMI 5 non-toxic environment: sub-goals

1. Data on ﬁ?f Q,

properties of
chemical
substances

AL

5. Guideline values 6-7. Identification and

for chemical investigation of
substances polluted area:
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Knowledge on properties

Interim target 1

By 2010 data will be available on the properties of all deliberately
manufactured or extracted chemical substances handled on the market

For substances handled in larger volumes and for other substances that for
example after initial, general tests are assessed as particularly dangerous,
information on properties is available earlier than 2010. The same
requirements for information shall apply for new and existing substances

By 2020 data will also be available on the properties of the most prominent
unintentionally produced and extracted chemical substances
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Knowledge on occurrence

Interim target 2

By 2010 finished products will carry health and
environmental information on any dangerous
substances they contain.
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Phasing out particularly dangerous
substances

Interim target 3
Newly manufactured finished products will as far as possible be free from
» New organic substances that are persistent and bioaccumulating, new
substances that are carcinogenic, mutagenic or toxic to reproduction
and mercury, as soon as possible, but no later than 2007
» Other substances that are carcinogenic, mutagenic or toxic to
reproduction, and endocrine disrupting substances or highly allergenic
substances by 2010, if the products that contain them are intended to
be used in such a way that they will enter natural cycles
» Other organic substances that are persistent and bioaccumulating, and
cadmium and lead, by 2010
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Phasing out particularly dangerous
substances

Interim target 3 (continued)

» Nor will these substances be used in Rroduction processes unless the
ﬁompagy can prove that human health and the environment will not be
arme

» Already available finished products containing substances with the
properties listed above, or mercury, cadmium or lead, will be handled in
such a way tthat the substances in question are not released to the
environmen

» The spread to Sweden by air or water of substances covered by this interim
target will decrease continuously

» This interim target applies to substances that are man-made Qr extracted
from the naturalenvironment. It also applies to substances giving rise to
substances with the above properties, including those formed unintentionally
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Risk reduction

Interim target 4

»Health and environmental risks associated with the manufacture and use
of chemical substances will be reduced continuously up to 2010, as
measured by indicators and ratios to be established by the competent
authorities

»>Over the same period, the occurrence and use of chemical substances
which impede recycling of materials will decrease

»This target applies to substances not covered by interim target 3
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Follow-up and evaluation
— A continuous process

» Every year the Environmental Objectives Council
reports to the government on how the work is
progressing

» Every fourth year an in-depth evaluation is made
to clarify if new measures need to be taken and if
targets need to be adjusted.

» A new bill is presented and adopted by the
Swedish Parliament
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SAICM Implementation in Sweden

Two tracks

» Implementation within Sweden and within
International Cooperation

» Capacity building in developing countries
and countries with economies in transition
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SAICM Implementation in Sweden

» The 16 Environmental Quality Goals to be fulfilled within one
generation cover together most of the objectives in SAICM

» REACH implementation
» Meeting with other authorities in the area

» Inventory of what different authorities done
» Environmental Protection Agency
» National Food Administration
» Rescue Services Agency
» National Board of Health and Welfare
» Chemicals Agency (Keml)

» Publish on website in GPA format (to be done)
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SAICM Implementation in Sweden

» Analyse what further steps need to be taken
(continuously)

> Nationally
»To promote Internationally
> In the SAICM process itself

>EU
»OECD
» Other international bodies.
www.kemi.se KMESMM
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SAICM Implementation in Sweden
Pros and hurdles

» The structure of SAICM GPA is not easy to communicate.

» Important to communicate that SAICM should be seen as
possibility to get important tasks prioritized.

» Many of the activities in GPA is already done in SE and
reported to the Focal point.

» SAICM can be used as a bridge-builder in order to
strengthening cooperation among stakeholders within Sweden.
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SAICM Implementation in Sweden

» Support to Secretariat — core budget, travel expenses
for LDCs and NGOs, special activities

» Development cooperation

» Major contributor to the QSP trust fund
> $ 3,65 mill. 2006
> $ 2,25 mill. 2007
> $7? 2008 -
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SAICM Implementation in Sweden

» Working Globally, regionally and in bilateral cooperation

» In-kind contributions through i.a.:

» International Training Programme in Chemicals Management 2nd
course 2008 (3 wks)

» Support to UNDP for the elaboration of guidance on how to
integrate chemical issues in national strategies for development.

» Support to UNEP for to promote and facilitate the development of
national institutional and legal infrastructures

» A project in South-East Asia
» A project in southern Africa
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Importance of SAICM and International
Cooperation

> Global trade promotes spread of hazardous
substances

> International action and cooperation is crucial to in
achieving A Non-Toxic Environment

» SAICM provides a good platform for further efforts
to promote chemical safety in both developed and
developing countries.
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Read more about a Non-Toxic Environment and the other
Swedish Environmental Objectives at:

http://www.kemi.se
http://www.kemi.se/templates/Page 2872.aspx

http://miljomal.nu

http://www.miljomal.nu/english/publications.php
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Thank You for Your attention!
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