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Figure 1. Trends in Incidence of Thyroid Cancer (1973-2002) and Papillary Tumors by Size (1988-2002) in the United States
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Figure 2. Thyroid Cancer Incidence and Mortality, 1973-2002 Conclusions
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The increasing incidence of thyroid cancer in
the United States is predominantly due to the
increased detection of small papillary cancers.
These trends, combined with the known existence
of asubstantial reservoir of subclinical cancer

and gable overall mortality, suggest that
increasing incidence reflects increased detection
of subclinical disease, not an increase in the true

occurrence of thyroid cancer.

Davies L and Welch HG. JAMA 2006;295:2164-2167.



